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WELCOME

To all Readers of “New Leaves”, the
magazine for the Parish of St David’s with St.

Michael and All Angels.

The Parish extends a warm welcome to all visiting clergy during the
interregnum

The editorial team invites you to submit appropriate

articles which reflect Church, Parish or Community interest

Please send as Word documents to:

newleavesnews@gmail.com

Please note that all articles will be printed with the author’s name

Enjoy this month’s read.
We will welcome critical comments on the magazine

Editorial Team: Bill Pattinson and Richard Barnes supported by
Sue Holden, Stephanie Aplin and Clive Wilson



New Leaves
April 2017









Roger Beer 18/03/2017





‘Oh, to be in England, now that April’s there…’

wrote Robert Browning in ‘Home Thoughts from Abroad’, as if
the month and the country were synonymous in offering
delightful comfort and charm, but we know that April weather
can be treacherous, apparently pleasing, but having sneakily
cold winds and sudden showers to vex us. Unless the
celebration is very early, it is also the month of Easter with the
obvious signs of renewal in the Spring. In the Southern
Hemisphere, it was quite odd to be celebrating renewal and
rebirth in the Autumn and many Christians find it strange to be
singing of the ‘bleak midwinter’ in the blazing summer.

T.S. Eliot in his poem ‘The Waste Land’ called April ‘the
cruellest month’, for it mixes ‘memory and desire’, and leaves
one thirsting in the desert for reality. Recollection of rest is one
thing; rest in burial another. Will the corpse bloom after burial?
In some ways, Christians believe this is so; there is the promise
of life after death because of the resurrection of Our Lord,
which we celebrate at Easter, and at every time we share the
Eucharist. It is quite strange to take a measure of joy from a
sacrifice, but that is what we do. Many believe that the Lamb of
God is foretold in the story of the sacrificial lamb at the
Passover. No wonder Passover and Easter are connected, as
our heritage is from the Jewish faith. St John’s Gospel makes it
clear: ‘salvation is from the Jews.’ (John 4: 22). So many
people are reluctant or even disbelieving when told that Jesus
the Christ was a Jew and not a Christian. His followers are
Christians, attempting to live as he taught, not replacing the
Law, but fulfilling it, completing its expectations.

Is the story of Easter cruel? Should we tell it to children? In the
generation of ‘having everything now’ is the notion of ‘going



without’ or taking on some extra hardship during Lent too much
to bear? Christmas is easier (if you leave out the nasty bits
about Herod and the Massacre of the Innocents) because it
can be pretty, with snow and glittery trees, although in
Renaissance paintings of the birth of Jesus, the cross­beams
of stable roofs quite clearly represent the Cross of Good
Friday: they are not there by accident. Perhaps the events
preceding the Resurrection will be completely forgotten in the
secular world now that we can buy lots of fluffy decorations and
Easter crackers; a vast amount of tasteless tat is there to mask
the real meaning. These things have been around for some
time, but the journalists have now noticed them and are
speaking out, not necessarily because they have the spiritual
health of the nation as their concern, but because all this junk
is not environmentally friendly and will have to be disposed of
somehow. It may even be a way of fixing the date of Easter so
that the commercial world can control when production and
sales take place.

In the late Victorian/early Edwardian era, Katharine Tynan
Hinkson wrote a religious song, seen by some as a bit
sentimental nowadays. ‘All in the April evening’ tells of the
softness of the evening, with sheep and lambs being herded
out to pasture. The lambs led her to think ‘…on the Lamb of
God.’ Not think ‘about’ or think ‘for a moment’, but to think ‘on’.
There is a strong contrast between the bucolic scene of sheep
with their gambolling lambs and the horrific notion of killing the
sacrificial lamb. It suggests to me that this was for her a time
of meditation, of deepening awareness of the role of the Lamb
of God, who would bear the sins of the world and finally grant
us peace in troubled times, until we find our rest in God.
With the hope of that peace, and the exultation of joy that is
Easter, we wish you all many blessings.













































“God is rather like a stamp
collector, you know.” I remember
hearing this in a sermon by that
great Biblical scholar Canon John
Fenton.

There was a collective silence
wondering what on earth he meant.

“You see, the thing about stamp collectors,” he continued, “is
that they love stamps with oddities and quirks, the ones that
aren’t completely perfect. God is the same with us. He loves us
as we are, with all our oddities and quirks; he delights in them.”

I found this immensely reassuring ­ the thought of God
delighting in the real me with all my mistakes, rough edges, and
bits missing – the individual me, the whole me, warts and all.

Of course, I can’t deny that there are aspects of me that go
beyond oddity into sinfulness – things that need righting and
transforming.

That is true for all of us, and Lent is when we bring the real me
to God for his forgiveness and healing.

But any such healing will surely respect the individual people
we have become.

I’m sure serious stamp collectors gently clean and restore their
prized possessions; but they still preserve the quirks and
oddities which make a particular stamp unique.

God has made a creation in which we each emerge as the
unique people we are. He rejoices in our individuality.

And Christ’s resurrection suggests that individuality will
continue into eternity: Christ is recognisably himself, even down
to the holes in his hands and feet.



If God rejoices in our individuality, and all our quirks and
qualities, then so should we. He loves us as ourselves, as you,
as me.

Remembering that may stop us beating ourselves up for falling
short of some image of perfection which we think we should be
striving for, but inevitably never attain.

We’re not called to be alabaster saints; we’re called to be
ourselves.

So do pause on your Lenten journey to feel God’s love for you
as you.

Do thank him for transforming you now and in the future into the
perfection of yourself.

And do delight in who you are, just as he does.

Archdeacon of Barnstaple

February 2017







 

 

Holy Week Services at St. David’s Church 
 

 Sunday 9th April at 09:30  

 Palm Sunday Parish Eucharist (Revd. Christopher Durrant) 
  with dramatic reading of Christ’s Passion 

 

Monday 10th April at 19:00  

 Eucharist (preacher: Preb. Graham Stones) 
Tuesday 11th April at 19:00  

 Eucharist (preacher: Preb. Graham Stones) 

Wednesday12th April at 19:00  

 Eucharist (preacher: Preb. Graham Stones) 

 

Thursday 13th April at 10:30  

 Informal Eucharist (Revd. Christopher Durrant) 

      at 19:30 

 Eucharist for Maundy Thursday (Preb. David James) 

 

Friday 14th April at 10:00  

 Children's Service for Holy Week (Simon Harrsion) 
   at 14:00  

 Good Friday Meditation (worship team) 

 

Saturday 15th April – Tomb Day – no services  

Sunday 16th April at 09:30 

 Easter Sunday Parish Eucharist (Preb. David James) 

  with Blessing of Font and Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows  







Cream Tea & Afternoon Music for 

St George’s Day 

 
St James’ Brass 

 

Quartet music 

and cream tea: £5 

 

3.00 pm onwards, Sunday 23rd April 2017 

St Michael’s and All Angels’ Church, 

Mount Dinham, Exeter. 
 

Proceeds to Church and quartet funds 

www.stmichaelsmountdinham.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1135766 



ANNUAL REVISION OF

THE PARISH

ELECTORAL ROLL
Revision of the Parish Electoral Roll will begin on Sunday 26th

March and end on Sunday 9th April 2017.

In order to be entitled to attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
on Wednesday 26th April, and to take part in its proceedings, your
name must be on the electoral roll. Similarly, if you wish to stand for
any office (other than Churchwarden) your name must be on the
Roll.

If you would like to have your name entered on the Roll, please
contact Sue Wilson at St David’s, or Philippa Keitch at St Michael’s,
who will be happy to give you an application form and/or more
details.

AS THIS IS A REVISION ANYONE WHOSE NAME IS ON

THE CURRENT ELECTORAL ROLL NEED NOT APPLY-

BUT PLEASE INFORM PHILIPPAOR SUE OFANY

CHANGES OFADDRESS.

Sue Wilson
Electoral Roll Officer
Parish of St David with St Michael and All Angels

electoralrollofficer@stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk



















The deadline for inclusion of articles

for the May issue of New Leaves is

Sunday April 16th 2017

If you have images of any events of interest to the Parish
community please send them to us. Any information and articles
you’d like to submit for inclusion in future issues should be sent
to the new editorial team at:

newleavesnews@gmail.com

Please send digital files via email and please make the subject
header fit the content of the email ­ thanks!

Thank you to Graham Lerwill for organising the printing of this
magazine
­ his hard work is much appreciated.




