WELCOME
To all Readers of “New Leaves”, the
magazine for the Parish of St David’s with St.
Michael and All Angels.
The Parish extends a warm welcome to all visiting clergy during the
interregnum

The editorial team invites you to submit appropriate
articles which reflect Church, Parish or Community interest
Please send as Word documents to:
newleavesnews@gmail.com
Please note that all articles will be printed with the author’s name
Enjoy this month’s read.
We will welcome critical comments on the magazine
Editorial Team: Bill Pattinson and Richard Barnes supported by
Sue Holden, Stephanie Aplin and Clive Wilson

New Leaves
March 2017

Detoxifying Mission
Following one of my regular curate training days last month, on this
occasion with Bishop Sarah exploring 'Mission in Context', I was
moved to write this article...
When I hear the word ‘Mission’, my heart sinks. If your heart does
too, then reflect with me a while about why that might be so. Perhaps
mission conjures up difficult lessons from history about hardline
protestant Evangelism to peoples of the British Empire? Perhaps
mission suggests too much hard work, taking unreasonable risks, or
making one overly vulnerable to change or harm? Does mission seem
irrelevant because it cannot be measured? Or does mission just seem
sooo embarrassing?!
Whatever Mission is, it should be normative for all Christians: normal
in the sense of your everyday relationship with God outworking in
your normal life. The outworking of your faith relationships may be
quite different compared to other Christians. Here I have listed seven
possible understandings of mission: which do you feel is your
preference?

Serving : if you undertake acts of sacrificial service for others 

excellent, but if you never accept help, your witness to God in Jesus
will be unconvincing.

Invitational : if you are embarrassed about the quality of worship or
welcome at church, you will be inhibited from inviting friends and
strangers. What might be done to improve welcome and worship to
free your invitational spirit?

Interpersonal : if you have a natural gift for conversation and

humour, for putting people at ease, remember to engage people in bad
times as well as in good.

Testimonial : if you have the gentle gift of sharing your own

experiences of God, and have noticed Him at work in the lives of
other people, be bold and share your faith with humility.

Intellectual : if you have a thoughtful faith, put yourself in the way

of ethical and moral debates, talk about faith and politics in the pub,
challenge assumed meanings of scripture with robust sensitivity.

Confrontational : if you feel anger at injustice, do not be easily

consoled. Like the prophets, maybe protest against dehumanising
practices in society to promote the reformation of the world?
We are all capable of all these types of mission. At present, your
relationship with God may be best outworked in one way. However
as your relationships with other people develop, so will your faith
relationship with God, and hence so will the breath of the outworking
of your faith. With ongoing mature prayer and formational reflection
in community, each of us will grow in confidence. We shall become
able to outwork our faith according not to our preferences, but to the
needs of others and to the will of God.
When I hear the word ‘Mission’, my heart sinks. But perhaps not
quite as much as it used to. Maybe we can detoxify mission together.

Rev./Fr. Christopher
January 18 2017

The Holy Land –
Following in the footsteps of Jesus
2018
Next April you have the chance to join a group on a
journey of discovery to the Holy Land. Prebendary
Alastair Wheeler is leading the group assisted by Revd
Christopher Durrant  come and join us, and see your
faith, and our world, with new insight.
There will be a special evening about the Holy
Land and the Pilgrimage on Monday 20th March at
7.30pm in the Parish Rooms at St David’s with
pictures, explanations and refreshments.
From 16th – 26th April 2018 a group of up to 35 people
will share in experiencing some of the places where
God has worked for the benefit of all humankind. This
offers a special opportunity to anchor your
understanding of Jesus and the Bible in the layout and
geography of the land we call Holy.
This is a small area of the world, combining three
faiths, with all their sub divisions and denominations,
and two ethnicities with their overlapping hopes and
histories.

We will be grounding the events and incidents from
Jesus’ life and ministry, whilst also experiencing just a
little of the hopes and fears of those who live in the
present, especially our Christian brothers and sisters.
Alastair writes: ‘It’s not a holiday – but we hope it
will be hugely enjoyable, stimulating, thought and
prayer provoking as you look back and reflect. Many
people have told me how, ever afterwards, they hear
the Bible stories with new understanding, and even
experience God in new ways.
This will be my sixth group experience of Israel and
Palestine from an inclusive Christian perspective. I’m
going to be sharing in leadership with your Curate,
Revd Christopher Durrant (my sonin law, on his third
visit).
And I am excited to be working again with one of the
best and most experienced Christian Palestinian guides
around, and arranging it all through Lightline
Pilgrimages, whom I know and trust, and who are the
Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem’s preferred partners.’
If you would like to know more, detailed brochures are
available from Christopher or in church, and Alastair
will be visiting Morning services at St David’s and St
Michael’s on Sunday 12th March to answer questions.

And do come along to the evening on Monday 20th
March at 7.30 to find out more.
We look forward to welcoming you on this moving
journey.

Alastair & Christopher

Act of Collective Worship for St
David's C. Of E. Primary School
I well remember when Circular 1/94 was published with that
controversial statement:
"All maintained schools must provide religious education and
daily collective worship for all registered pupils and promote
their spiritual, moral and cultural development."
This was no easy matter. To make matters even more
challenging for headteachers and schools, the circular also
gave permission for parents to remove their children, if they
wished, from such acts of worship. I had a picture of all those
children, who had been withdrawn, being simply childminded
whilst a small group of children were involved in the act of
Collective Worship. The nature of this worship was also

defined:
"Collective worship in county schools and equivalent grant
maintained schools must be wholly or mainly of a broadly
Christian character, though not distinctive of any particular
Christian denomination."
At Exwick Middle School, where I was headteacher from April
1993 to December 2003, we continued to give a variety of acts
of worship, giving a very wide interpretation to "a broadly
Christian character." A few muslims attended the school and
they were often the most vociferous at our acts of worship and
were rarely, if ever, withdrawn. Indeed, withdrawal from our
daily act of worship was very rare.
I had informed Tom, after my registration as a Reader, that I
would prefer to be excused from any ministerial matters
concerning children, as I believed I had already done my bit in
that area. Tom and Christopher shared leading an act of
worship every Thursday morning for St David's Primary School
in St Michael's Church at 9.15am. When Tom left, I thought it
was only right that I should give Christopher some help on
these busy Thursday mornings. With my own experience and
background, it was, therefore, very interesting to watch
Christopher lead the assembly on the morning of Thursday
12th January. Now St David's has around 110 children, of
which, I was amazed to realise 47% are EAL (English as an
Additional Language). They are divided into four classes:
Diamond (years 5 and 6), Sapphire (years 3 and 4), Emerald
(years 1 and 2) and Ruby (years R and 1).
Christopher and I arrived in St Michael's Church just before 9
to prepare. Mats and carpets were put out for the younger
children to sit on with chairs for the teachers and classroom
assistants. Unlit candles were put in stands and tapers and

matches were made ready, while two candles were lit on the
high altar. The children came in, knowing where to sit. Ruby
class were the last to arrive; apparently they always are, but
then they are the youngest. Christopher stood just below the
chancel step and in priestly style said;
"The Lord be with you". Back from the children with great
aplomb came, "And also with you". Good mornings were
expressed to each class and back came the reply, " Good
morning Rev. Chris." The coveted task for this act of worship
was the ringing of the bell by one of the older children  33
times, one for each year of Jesus' life. Each class was then
asked what they wished to pray for. I loved the the remark,
"Can we pray that President Trump will not be as bad as he's
painted?" Christopher then prayed, bringing all the prayers
together, before four candles were lit, one for each classes'
prayers.
The main teaching point of the act of worship dealt with the
Epiphany blessing of homes and Christopher emphasised how
each one of us was blessed by God. Final prayers were said
including the modern version of the Lord's Prayer, which the
children knew very well. We all joined in the Celtic Blessing,
"May the road rise up to meet you..." accompanied with all the
hand signals, before the children left the church to return to
their school next door. This was an act of worship overtly
Christian, which week by week, is teaching the children some
excellent ways of understanding prayer, liturgy and the nature
of our loving God, as well as bringing them inside a church for
an act of worship. I was impressed.
William Pattinson
Licensed Reader to the Parish
17.02.2017

March 2017 from St Michael’s

Regular pattern of Worship at
St Michael's

Richard Barnes.

The Pychester Lent Course...

8 (2 back). Disappointment (the bit most other courses miss out) – no
one wins every game or gets through all the hoops of life without
setbacks; when you're experiencing the Long Grass of the Soul, seek
help, try changing your swing, or even your Club, but above all
persevere.

Richard Barnes – Feb 2017.

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS CHURCH + MOUNT
DINHAM
+PAPER COLLECTIONS+

We are very grateful to those of you who
regularly save paper and card for us. We would
welcome new donors too!

For 2016 your contributions have helped to raise
a total of £848.54 for our Church funds. The
summary is as follows:
January to March

2780 kgs

April to June

2820 kgs

July to September

2580 kgs

October to December

2840 kgs

Total – 11.02 tonnes @ £77.00 per tonne earned
funds of £848.54 for the Church.
A big “THANK YOU!” to John and Monica Darch
for arranging transporting the collections once a
week to Marsh Barton.

A reminder that
newspapers, magazines,
catalogues, phone
directories, envelopes and
“junk mail” are all needed

and very welcome. In
addition, cardboard and
greetings cards (no glitter!)
are also acceptable, but we
ask that these should be
packed separately.

This leaflet comes to ask you
to keep saving for our
recycling appeal, or to start if you have not yet
done so. If the Church is locked please leave
your contributions on the Church steps.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP –
IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED.

The Exeter Peregrines

Richard Barnes – 15 Jan 2017.

Book Reviews – The Roman Quests

Richard Barnes – Feb 2017

Thursday Lent Course @ St. David's
Thursday Lent Course: Christopher will facilitate a gentle
time together reflecting upon Psalm 23 using guided
questions. Come to share your thoughts and feelings over
coffee.
St. David’s Church Lady Chapel, 11:4512:15, March 2nd,
9th, 16th, (23rd is Lunch Club), 30th, April 6th.
As part of your Lenten discipline, why not come to the
10:30 Eucharist too and share fellowship over coffee and
biscuits before the start of the course.

Christopher
18.02.2017

Augustine's Confessions: Lent
Reading Group at St Michael's Mount
Dinham

Oliver Nicholson – 15 Jan
2017

Volunteer Drivers Wanted!
Age UK Exeter is looking for volunteer drivers to join
their team. Such drivers are crucial in ensuring local
older people with memory difficulties can access the
charity’s day services in St Thomas and Mount
Pleasant and they provide a vital lifeline for older
people and their families.
If you could spare a couple of hours a week, have a 4
door car and clean license and enjoy helping people,
the charity would love to hear from you. They offer full
support and training and a mileage allowance which
helps cover your car’s overall running costs and not
just the cost of fuel.
To find out more about how you make a difference by
joining Age UK Exeter’s volunteer driver team please
contact Cassie Leicester, Volunteer Coordinator, for a
no obligation chat on 01392 202092 or at
c.leicester@ageukexeter.org.uk

St David’s Church

Three Choir Concert
Saturday 25th March 2017, 7pm
St David’s Church, Queens Terrace, Exeter EX4 4HR.
Wyndham Singers
A well known local
choir with an excellent
reputation and wide
repertoire

Rhythm of Life

Tickets £10 or £15 for two. (Includes a
glass of wine or a soft drink during the
interval.) Raffle
Proceeds for the St David's Church
Transformation Project and Hospiscare.

Funky, fun and
full of life!
Based at the RD&E
Wonford Hospital.

Tickets in advance from Exeter Visitor
Information & Tickets.
Dix's Field. Exeter. EX1 1GF.
01392 665885

Four Strops

Or on sale after 9.30am Sunday
service during March at St David's or
on the door on the night.

A Barber Shop
quartet

web@stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk

St David’s Woman’s Group
Hello everyone - thank you to you all
for making our New Years Dinner such
a success at The Dinosaur. Our
feedback is 'a most enjoyable evening'
all round.
Our next event is on:
Thursday April 27th 6p.m. - 9 p.m. at Exeter School
Sing a long Mama Mia Movie Night with refreshments
along a definite Greek Island theme.
Tickets for the April event will be on sale in early
March usual price £9
Love from your party planners

Bible Study Group – Spring 2017
Q) What is it? A) An ongoing opportunity for us to gather as
a small comfortable group to read scripture, share our
reflections and receive some teaching.
Q) Will it be like a school class? A) No, thankfully! I believe
everyone present will have something important share.
(Be assured though, the clergy will have prepared a little
something to start things off )
Q) What sort of things will come up? A) We’re not sure, but
each evening will have a theme – e.g. Birth, Sermon on the
Mount, Parables of Kingdom, Passion, Resurrection…
Q) I’m still not sure… A) Come along! I pray this will be an
encouraging and affirming group as we explore some of the
richness of The Gospel of Matthew together.
We shall meet on THURSDAY evenings, 20:00 – 21:15
March 2nd, 16th & 30th; April 6 th at Iris’ House
(If not sure where Ann or Iris live – we’ll provide directions:
please leave your telephone number on the signup sheet!)

Rev. Christopher

The Soup Kitchen at St.
David’s
As many of you will know, Thursday evening is the time we receive
a number of homeless folk at St. David’s and provide soup and
refreshments to sustain them through the cold nights.
They need warm clothing and shoes, so if you have fleeces,
sweaters, coats, jeans, or trousers you would like to pass on, they will
be gratefully received.
We also like to have paperbacks they can take to read, so if you are
parting with books please think of leaving them with us.
Thank you.
Contact Mary on: 07872 626 168 if you need to leave donated goods

ANNUAL REVISION OF
THE PARISH
ELECTORAL ROLL
Revision of the Parish Electoral Roll will begin on Sunday 26th
March and end on Sunday 9th April 2017.
In order to be entitled to attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
on Wednesday 26th April, and to take part in its proceedings, your
name must be on the electoral roll. Similarly, if you wish to stand for
any office (other than Churchwarden) your name must be on the
Roll.
If you would like to have your name entered on the Roll, please
contact Sue Wilson at St David’s, or Philippa Keitch at St Michael’s,
who will be happy to give you an application form and/or more
details.

AS THIS IS A REVISION ANYONE WHOSE NAME IS ON
THE CURRENT ELECTORAL ROLL NEED NOT APPLYBUT PLEASE INFORM PHILIPPA OR SUE OF ANY
CHANGES OF ADDRESS.

Sue Wilson

Electoral Roll Officer
Parish of St David with St Michael and All Angels

electoralrollofficer@stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk

March crossword

Across
1 These letters come between Romans and Galatians (11)
9 ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7)
10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites were subject for 18 years
(Judges 3:14) (5)
11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)
13 Mede (anag.) (4)
16 Highfidelity (abbrev.) (4)
17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as king of Judah (1 Kings

14:31) (6)
18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)
20 Controversial religious book of the 1970s, The — of God
Incarnate (4)
21 ‘He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and
has poured out what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) (3,3)
22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)
23 Edit (anag.) (4)
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the
Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3)
28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5)
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his
clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)
30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (47)

Down
2 ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John
9:23) (2,3)
3 Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4
4 ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1
Samuel 18:7) (4)
5 Concept (John 8:14) (4)
6 ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we
uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7)
7 Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)
8 ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you (Ephesians 1:18)
(11)
12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)
14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described Jesus (John
10:20) (3)
15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)
19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7)
20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the church and
taught great numbers of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)

24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — — ’
(Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3)
25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)
26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female he created
them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4)
27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4)
Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon,
originally published in Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon
(£6.99 BRF).

Clocks go forward to
British Summer Time on
26th March
Simnel cake

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Simnel cake is a light fruit
cake with two layers of
almond paste or marzipan,
one in the middle and one on
top,that is toasted, and eaten
during the Easter period in
the United
Kingdom, Ireland and some
other countries. It was originally made for the middle Sunday
of Lent, when the fortyday fast would be relaxed,Laetare Sunday,
also known as Refreshment Sunday, Easter Sunday, Sunday of the
Five Loaves, and Simnel Sunday – after the cake.The meaning of the
word "simnel" is unclear: there is a 1226 reference to "bread made
into a simnel", which is understood to mean the finest white
bread,from the Latin simila – "fine flour", though John de
Garlande felt that the word was equivalent to placenta cake,a cake
that was intended to please.

Days of Note - March

C rossword solutions

March answers

ACROSS: 1, Corinthians. 9, Abandon. 10, Eglon. 11, Spa. 13,

Deem. 16, Hifi. 17, Abijah. 18, Ohad. 20, Myth. 21, Now see. 22,
Knit. 23, Tide. 25, Arm. 28, Nahor. 29, All done. 30, Kindhearted.

DOWN: 2, Of age. 3, ISDN. 4, Tens. 5, Idea. 6, Nullify. 7,

Hardworking. 8, Enlightened. 12, Praise. 14, Mad. 15, Vigour. 19,
Abishai. 20, Met. 24, Is one. 25, Arid. 26, Male. 27, Slur.

The deadline for inclusion of articles
for the April issue of New Leaves is
Sunday March 19th 2017
If you have images of any events of interest to the Parish
community please send them to us. Any information and articles
you’d like to submit for inclusion in future issues should be sent
to the new editorial team at:

newleavesnews@gmail.com
Please send digital files via email and please make the subject
header fit the content of the email  thanks!
Thank you to Graham Lerwill for organising the printing of this
magazine
 his hard work is much appreciated.

